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Trismegistos: historical database

• Trismegistos (TM):
o based on Prosopographia Ptolemaica

• prosopography of Greek and Romans in Ptolemaic Egypt

o digital database since 2008
• first Cologne University, now based at University of Leuven

o evolved to metadata portal with information about 
Ancient World Texts (800 BC - AD 800)
• person names, place names, …

• DARIAH-BE pilot project: since 2016
o redesign of the website
o publishing linked data sets

• CLARIAH-VL pilot project: 2019-2020
o open service for ancient history linked open data 
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• Limitations:
o textual metadata

• NO texts (except from Papyri.info)
• NO images (only links to partner projects)

o expansion to Ancient World in general
• Egypt à Roman Empire
• Asia?

o 800 BC – AD 800
• Integration of earlier (and some later) texts

o published vs. unpublished
• depending on online presense

Trismegistos: Ancient World texts
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• Stable Identifiers (URIs)
o texts, collections, archives, places, persons, (classical and 

modern) authors, editors, calendars, …

• Gazetteer
o ancient place names 

• collaborating with Pelagios, Pleiades, …
o ancient person names 

• SNAP:drgn

• Aggregator
o links to papyrological and epigraphic projects

• Papyri.info
• EAGLE 

• (Europeana network of Ancient Greek and Latin Epigraphy)
• Epigraphy.info

Trismegistos: interdisciplinary portal
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Trismegistos: aggregator
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Trismegistos: Ancient World LOD hub
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Trismegistos: LOD approach

• URIs
o https://www.trismegistos.org/text/123

• TM number: identifies ancient text, place, person, …

• Ontologies
o Europeana project EAGLE: epigraphic data

• controlled vocabularies: type, periods, …

• APIs
o TextRelations: aggregates links to other (database) projects, 

museums, …
o GeoRelations: cfr. Pelagios

• JSON/XML/…
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Trismegistos: resource for Latin texts?

• Documentary (& literary) papyri
o metadata

• Inscriptions
o metadata for texts, collections, place names, person names, 

(classical) authors, …
• no prosopography (yet)!
• preliminary dating (in most cases relative date)

• TM Abbreviations

• TM Data Services
o TextRelations

• aggregates links to other (database) projects, museums, …
o GeoRelations

• aggregates links to other gazetteers (cfr. Pelagios)
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TM demo: https://www.trismegistos.org
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TM Data Services: GeoResponder

• GeoResponder
o RDF-XML & GeoJSON output of Places gazetteer
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TM Data Services: PerResponder

• PerResponder
o RDF-XML & JSON output of Persons
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TM LOD: future challenges

• Publish more TM datasets as LOD
o SPARQL?

o APIs

• Visualize datasets as LOD
o TM Networks

• Collaborate further with 

other LOD projects

o LiLa?
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Trismegistos
https://www.trismegistos.org
facebook.com/TrismegistosTM
@TrismegistosTM

Questions?
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