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CLaSSES

q A digital resource which allows users to access non-
literary Latin texts and to perform quantitative 
linguistic analysis on them
→ Website: http://classes-latin-linguistics.fileli.unipi.it/

❏ The texts collected have been tagged with metadata
and linguistic information

http://classes-latin-linguistics.fileli.unipi.it/
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and linguistic information

Users can evaluate the statistical incidence of linguistic 
phenomena and interpret them in the light of the socio-
historical context of the Roman world

http://classes-latin-linguistics.fileli.unipi.it/


Selection of texts

The corpus aims to be representative of linguistic variation 
in the Latin language at different levels (Marotta 2015, 2016):

❏ Diatopic level→ variation according to places and regions
were Latin was spoken

❏ Diachronic level→ variation among chronological periods

❏ Diaphasic level→ variation among registers and text types
(special focus on non-literary Latin) 

❏ Diastratic level→ variation according to social classes or 
social groups



Selection of texts

More than 1600 documents (~26000 tokens)

1244 inscriptions from 
Rome and Italy

4th c. BC – 1st c. AD



Selection of texts

More than 1600 documents (~26000 tokens)

200 tablets from 
Roman Britain 

(Vindolanda) 

1st c. – 3rd c. AD



Selection of texts

More than 1600 documents (~26000 tokens)

219 letters from 
Egypt 

and the Eastern 
Mediterranean

1st c. BC – 6th c. AD



Selection of texts

Sources of non-literary texts:

❏ Digital resources, e.g.:

Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum online

Epigraphische Datenbank Clauss-Slaby

Epigraphische Datenbank Heidelberg

EDR - Epigraphic Database Roma

Vindolanda Tablets Online



Selection of texts

Sources of non-literary texts:

qPrinted books, e.g.:
Bowman, A.K. & Thomas, J.D. (1983), Vindolanda: The Latin Writing-Tablets,

Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies, London.
Bowman, A.K. & Thomas, J.D. (1994-2003), The Vindolanda Writing Tablets:

Tabulae Vindolandenses. Voll. 2-3, British Museum Press, London.
Cugusi, P. (1992), Corpus Epistularum Latinarum Papyris Ostracis Tabulis

servatarum, 3 voll., Textus. Firenze, Gonnelli.
Gordon, J. & Gordon, A. (1958), Album of dated Latin inscriptions. Vol. 1,

Berkeley-Los Angeles, University of California Press.
Lommatzsch, E. (1918, ed.), CIL I² 2,1: Inscriptiones vetustissimae, De

Gruyter, Berlin.
Wachter, R. (1987), Altlateinische Inschriften, Lang, Bern. 
Warmington, E.H. (1940), Remains of Old Latin. Vol. 4: Archaic inscriptions,

Harvard University Press-Heinemann, Cambridge MA-London.



Selection of texts

[ D ] I O V E I  I U N O N E I  M I N E R V A I  
F A L E S C E  Q U E I  I N  S A R D I N I A  S U N T
D O N U M  D E D E R U N T  M A G I S T R E I S
L L A T R I U S  K F C S A L V [ E ] N A  V O L T A I  F  
C O I R A V E R O N T ( C I L I 2 3 6 4 )



Annotation scheme (De Felice, Donati and Marotta 2015)

Digitalized text

Tokenization

Lemmatization

Classical/non-classical

Language

Place

Dating

Abbreviation
Complete
Completely integrated
Uncertain
Incomplete
Lacuna
Roman number
Misspelling

Etruscan Greek
Iberian Latin
Hybrid Neo-Punic
Oscan Semitic
Umbrian Unknown

Text type

Tituli honorari, sepulcrales, 
instrumenta domestica, tituli 
sacri publici, tituli sacri 
privati, military reports, 
formal (i.e. public) and 
informal letters, etc.

Author/addressee

Support material

Graphic form
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Classical / Non-classical

q Forms that do not clearly belong to the Classical 
literary language are annotated as non-classical 
(Marotta 2015, 2016)

q For each non-classical form, an additional level 
of linguistic annotation is added, comprising:

1. Corresponding classical form
dede classical  dedit lemma do
Menervai classical  Minervae lemma Minerva
regus classical   regis lemma rex

2. Type of variation involved



Annotation of non-classical variants

For all non-classical forms, the type of variation is
annotated, regarding:

q Vowel alternations (Minervai for Minervae)

q Consonant processes (dede for dedit)

q Morphophonological alternations – if the 
alternation in the vowel or consonant system occurs in 
a morphological position (as in Minervai, dede)



Annotation of non-classical variants

Main phenomena of vowel alternations:

q lowering/rising
q length (I longa, apex, gemination)
q syncope/epenthesis
q monophthongization



Annotation of non-classical variants

Main consonant processes

❏ assimilation/dissimilation
❏ length (gemination/degemination)
❏ deletion (word-final or nasal consonant)/insertion
❏ voice alternations
❏ deaspiration



Corneli0

VocalismConsonantism

MorphohonologyLemma

final -s deletion
lowering u>o

-o nom. masc. II decl.Cornelius

Classical / Non-classical



Search interface



Search interface



Search interface



Future work

Extension of 
CLaSSES: section
Roman Britain 

with 573 tablets 
(~6500 tokens)



Future work

Creation of a
new section: Sardinia

q 1158 inscriptions
q ~14000 tokens

PhD thesis by Lucia Tamponi
on epigraphic Latin from Sardinia



THANK YOU!

Special thanks go to people who collaborated in this project:

Serena Barchi, Francesca Cotugno, Margherita Donati and Lucia Tamponi
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Tuesday 4th June
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